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Al Enteshar Newspaper’s“ Stop The Hate: Know Your Re-

purces Roundtable

On September 28th, 2023, from 12:00 PM to 1:30 PM (Pacific
Time), Al Enteshar Newspaper will host a virtual roundtable
titled * Stop The Hate - Know Your Resources’ via Zoom
Thisevent underscoresthe importance of open dialogue in ad-
dressing raciam and discrimination. Participantswill have the
opportunity to engage in critical discussonsabout identifying
and combating the root causesof prej udice, effective Srategies
for supporting victims and reporting hate crimes, the role of Join Al Enteshar Newspaper At Our First Community
media in advocating social justice, and establishing a robust  [EESEERCEAEEERERU SN AT
network of alliesand resources I nterested individualscan join
.by registering and accessing the provided Zoom link
The roundtable seksto foster a more inclusive and harmoni-
oussociety, and attendeesare encouraged to invite otherswho
might benefit from these discussons. For queries, interested ﬁﬁ'ﬂ
partiescan reach out to Alenteshar@yahoo.com or 3

dahliataha@gmail.com

@ 12000 1:30PM &

The Orange County Human Relations Commis-
sion, in collaboration with Groundswell (previous- o\ @
ly the Orange County Human Relations Council), = 2022 OC Hate Crimes Report
hosted the Hate Crime Report Release event. This RELEASE EVENT
event was held on Thursday, September 21, 2023,

from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM at the Buena Park :
Community Center. During the event, they pre- THURSDAY
sented essential data from 2022 on hate activities ek M\ SEPTEMBER 21, 2023
in Orange County, which was collected from both
law enforcement and community partners. Discus- A2\
sions focused on the trends of 2022, the reporting sy SRR Buena Park
process, and various methods to report bias-moti- ¥ i Community Center

vated hate activities B = 6688 Beach Blvd.

9:00AM-10:30AM

||||||||||||||||

Buena Park, CA

STOP HATE RESOURCES
#STOP

Arab CAV Hate Hotline

A new resource in California isaiming to make it eager

& M USI i m for communitiesto report incadentsof hate, easing fears

.that often prevent victimsfrom coming forward
https/AMww.cavahate.org/ 1 (833) 866-4283
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On August 31, ethnic media rep-
resentatives from throughout
| 4California converged in Sacra-
P mento for the 2023 Ethnic Me-
dia Expo & Awards. The event
celebrated exceptional journal-
ism within the ethnic media sec-
tor and facilitated discussions
between media profession-
als and state leaders. Sandy
Close, EMS Executive Direc-
tor, praised the industry's time-
ly response and emphasized
the ongoing need for dialogue
with state capital leaders. Co-
hosted by EMS and California
Black Media, the event also
highlighted the necessity of
ethnic media's presence in
influential discussions. Re-
gina Brown Wilson, CBM
Executive Director, stressed
the sector's role in fostering
inclusive communications.
The event underscored the
importance of ethnic media
in planning and executing
communication  campaigns
at both state and local levels.
Distinguished speakers and
panelists, including Secretary
of State Shirley Weber, Gov-
ernment Operations Secretary Amy
Tong, and Transportation Secretary
Toks Omishakin, participated in the
.day's agenda
The 2023 California Ethnic Me-
dia Awards witnessed an unprec-
edented turnout, with nearly 300
entries spanning print, broadcast,
and both English and in-language
outlets throughout California. A di-
verse panel of 26 judges, expertly
chosen for their cultural and linguis-
tic proficiency, evaluated these
entries. This panel encompassed
journalism professors, writers, editors, researchers, and policymakers from all over,
the state. Feedback on the submissions included high praises like "original," "ex-
tremely unique," "a critical examination," and "comprehensive." Further insights
and testimonials from the judges can be viewed at ethnicmediaservices.org/2023-
expo-awards/judges-testimonials/, where a comprehensive list of finalists is also
.provided
CA State Controller Malia M. Cohen graced the awards segment with an unsched-
uled speech that underscored the significance of ethnic media in bridging societal
divides. She passionately addressed the audience, emphasizing how ethnic media
rovides a platform for voices that often go unheard. Cohen's profound statement,
ethic media is not paying attention, mainstream media is not paying attention,"
onated deeply, eliciting robust applause from the audience
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Al-Awda’s 14th Annual Palestine Picnic Day recently took place
at El Dorado East Regional Park in Long Beach, CA, attracting a
large gathering of supporters and enthusiasts of Palestinian cul-

ture and history.
This  day-long
event offered
attendees  an
array of activi-
ties, including
delicious food
stalls, live music
performances,
and a range of
engaging activi-
ties designed to
promote  unity
and raise awareness about the Palestinian cause. Among the
booths at the picnic was the Al Enteshar Newspaper, which had
the unique opportunity to discuss their “Stop the Hate Initia-
tive” with Southern California community members. The event
proved to be not only a celebration of Palestinian culture but
also a platform for promoting understanding and camaraderie
.among diverse groups in the community
Myanmar Gazette and Kiosko News were among the many or-
.ganizations and news outlets present, covering the picnic

CAIR Announces Lawsuit In

DC

On September 18th, 2023, the
Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), America's
premier Muslim civil rights
group, announced a lawsuit
challenging the government's
confidential watchlist that pre-
dominantly targets Muslims,
leading to distress and dis-
grace during their travels. This
move followed CAIR's findings
from its 2023 Muslim Com-
munity Watchlist Snapshot
Report. The report indicated
that a substantial portion of
Muslim travelers encountered
an "SSSS" on their boarding
passes, signaling heightened
security screenings. Moreover,
Mayor Mohamed T. Khairullah
of Prospect Park, N.J., one of
the plaintiffs, faced restrictions
due to this watchlist. Addition-
ally, CAIR chapters across
various states held press con-
ferences discussing this law-
suit and the associated chal-
lenges faced by those on the
.watchlist

The background reveals the
extensive impact and per-
ceived biases of the watch-
list. CAIR’s report highlighted
that nearly 98% of the names
on this watchlist are Muslim.
Even without legal convictions
or formal investigations, indi-
viduals are added based on
their religious practices, affilia-
tions, or mere association with
Muslims. This inclusion affects
them in various spheres of life,
from traveling and employ-
ment to accessing govern-
ment services. These individu-
als are essentially relegated to
a form of second-class citizen-
ship without any formal indict-
ment, with the government re-
taining their watchlist records
even after removal. CAIR
aims to protect civil rights, fos-
ter a better understanding of
Islam, and empower American
.Muslims

Read more at https://www.
/cair.com/press_releases
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A Surge in California Hate Crimes
Hate c imes in California reab ed un-
pree dented lee Isin 2022, ep erienc-
ing year-oe r-g ar inc eae s ac 0s
almost all demographic groups. The
California Department of Justice re-
ported 2,120 hate c imes markng a
20.2% rise from the previous year and
a staggering 145.7% jump since 2013.
State Atty. Gen. Rob Bonta linked this
alarming trend to a rampant “enc rt e-
ment of hate,” pointing out the ubiquity
of hate p eeb on e t al platforms and
media. One noticeable deviation from
his upward trend was the redut ion
in anti-As an hate c imes whib de-
c eas d B arply between 2021 and
2022, ee n though ® b incdents
had been previously amplified due to
racially-charged sentiments stemming
.from the COVID-19 pandemic

The implications of this surge in hate
c imes Bgnify an inc eas ngly polar-
iz d & Cety, where hate-drie n rhet-
oric is becoming normalized. Such
divisions can have lasting societal im-
pat s undermining o mmunity o he-
sion, trust, and security. Furthermore,
the detine in anti-As an hate t imes
while positive, suggests that targeted
0 mmunity intere ntions and aware-
ness campaigns can be effective in
countering hate. Still, the broader trend
underscores the need for systemic
b anges from o mprehense edua -
tional initiatives to stricter law enforce-
ment practices against hate crimes.
The data highlights the essential role
of politia | and o mmunity leaders in
steering public sentiment away from
.dis imination and towards unity
Written by Al Entel ar Newp aper

American Arab Anti-Discrimina-
tion Committee Conference

The American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) has opened
registration for the 2023 Alex Odeh Memorial Conference, sched-
uled for October 6th and 7th in Anaheim, CA. The event starts with a
celebration of culture and heritage on Friday evening, transitions to
organiz ng and training 8 8 ons on Saturday, and a Iminates in the

<
FARRAH N. KHAN
Alex Odeh Memorial

TRULY ARAB,
FULLY AMERICAN.

October 6-7, 2023
Anaheim, CA

ADC

Alex Odeh Memorial Banquet on Saturday night, where Irvine Mayor
.Farrah N. Khan will speak

Mayor Khan made history in 2020 as the first woman of color and
the first Muslim woman to lead a major U.S. city. She was re-elected
in 2022 and has been a consistent trailblazer in policy and public
service. Her commitment to inclusiveness and equality resonates
deeply with ADC’s core values. If you wish to attend, please register
using the given link. Additional(ly, those interested in sponsoring the
.conference can reach out to adc@adc.org for more information

ANNOUNCING SPECIAL REMARKS BY
IRVINE MAYOR FARRAH N. KHAN

Conference and Banquet

California Anti-Hate
Bill AB 1079

g STATE b g -

Assemblymember Dr. Corey Jackson has authored an anti

by Fatmeh A. Atieh

hate bill, AB 1079, aimed at addressing the ongoing crisis of hate-
crimes in California. The bill, if passed, would establish a Hate
Crimes Intervention Program under the Public Health Department
to work with communities most affected by hate crimes. (CA Legis-
lative Information, 2023). Rather than a law enforcement approach,
the intervention will be from a public health perspective. The bill
also mandates that funding should be equitable, adjusting annually
to correspond with the communities most impacted by hate crimes.
Governor Newsom has not indicated any policy concerns with the
bill, and if passed, its implementation structure will be created this
g ar, with funding ade a g planned for nek g ar

The implications of this bill are significant, particularly in recogniz-
ing hate t imes as a public health ¢ is s and tak ng a multi-fae ted
approach to address it. By placing the public health department at
the forefront of o mmunity outreab and training, the bill ak owl-
edges the need for pree ntion and 0 mmunity rek liene alongs de
.pros a tion

This aligns with the wider understanding that systemic issues like
racism need systemic solutions. The bill also calls for a California
Ads Council to influence and expand anti-hate messaging, espe-
cially among young people, through social media. This suggests a
more proat ie , rather than reat ie , approab to o mbating hate
crimes, which could serve as a model for other states. Furthermore,
by ty ng funding to the lee | of need, the bill ens res thatres ure s
are allocated where they are most needed, making it dynamic and
.(responsive legislation (CA Legislative Information, 2023
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MESTO International Orchestra

ALENTESHAR AL ARABI NEWS-
PAPER: FATMEH ATIEH

The MESTO International Orchestra, led
by Maestro Dr. Nabil Azzam, recently
held a concert at the Broad Theater in
Santa Monica, California, on September
16, 2023. The event witnessed a large
turnout, with members from the Arab
community and other diverse groups in
attendance. The orches-
tra, comprising over
50 musicians from vari-
ous nationalities, is re-
nowned for its portrayal
of authentic Arabic art
and songs. This con-
cert showcased several
artistic ~ performances,
including classical Ara-
bic music and songs
by artists like Mariam
Kubursi, Nasri Atwah,
Nisreen Hajaj, and Fahd
Shaaban and his chil-
.dren
During the event, Dr.
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Raymond Jellow lauded
the orchestra for its accomplishments and its pivotal role in promoting genuine Arab
musical and artistic culture globally. Attendees were treated to a splendid array of
Arab and international song selections and classics, and the ceremony saw the pres-
ence of several prominent figures from the Arab communities in Los Angeles. Maestro
Nabil Azzam emphasized that “music is the language of the world” and that the orches-
tra’s purpose is not only to introduce the world to Arab civilization and history but
.also to unite musicians of diverse backgrounds through their shared passion for music
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Khouloud Bustami, Chair of Accesscal -. Natalie Rubalcava, 3rd District Councilmember and City of Anaheim, Mayor Pro Tem -. Congressman Lou Correa, 46th Congres- .

sional District -. State Senator Josh Newman, 29th Senate District -. Assemblymember Avelino Valencia, 68th Assembly District -. Assemblymember Sharon Quirk Silva,
67th Assembly District 8. Jim Vanderpool, City of Anaheim, City Manager -. Shaykh Yassir Fazaga and Nathan Zug, Community Pastor






