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SANTA CLARA: AMERI-
CAN MUSLIM APPRE-

CIATION & AWARENESS

The Council on American-Islamic Relations, San Francisco
Bay Area office (CAIR-SFBA), expressed its appreciation
today for the city of Santa Clara’s declaration of August 2023
as a month to recognize and raise awareness about American
Muslim contributions. On August 22, 2023, the City held a
ceremony to commemorate this designation

CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT

OF JUSTICE’S HATE CRIME
REPORTS

California Department of Justice’s Hate Crime Reports for 2021 and
2022, anti-Muslim incidents made up nearly 10% of the documented
1,600 faith-based hate crimes reported in the United States in 2021,
and the number of reported bias events in California rose from 18 in

.2021 to 26 in 2022

CA VS. HATE
In response to the rise of hate activities targeting ethnic populations,
including Muslim and Middle Eastern communities, Governor Gavin
Newsom and the California Legislature invested $165 million into anti-

.hate programs, the largest of its kind in the nation
Realizing that there was a lack of resources for victims and significant
barriers to collecting accurate hate crime data, which is essential for com-
bating the crisis, the CRD, with support from Gov. Newsom, launched
the CA vs. Hate Resource Line and Network in May of this year, a new
multilingual statewide hotline and website that provides a safe, anony-

.mous reporting option for victims and witnesses of hate acts

CA v Hate Hotline
A new resource in California is aiming to make it easier
for communities to report incidents of hate, easing fears

 .that often prevent victims from coming forward
https://www.cavshate.org/ 1 (833) 866-4283

STOP HATE RESOURCES

Reporting hate crimes is crucial be-
cause it serves as the first step toward
combating bigotry and prejudice
in society. When individuals come
forward to report such crimes, it al-
lows law enforcement agencies to
take appropriate action, ensuring the
safety of targeted communities. Ad-
ditionally, hate crime reports provide
valuable data that helps policymakers
understand the extent and nature of
hate-based violence, enabling them to
implement effective prevention and
intervention strategies. Moreover, re-
porting sends a powerful message that

hate and discrimination will not be tolerated, fostering a sense of unity and support
within communities. By shining a light on these offenses, we can work collectively
to build a more inclusive and equitable society, where everyone can live free from

fear and discrimination

Why Reporting Acts of Hate and
Discrimination is Important
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On Friday, August 3rd, 2023, Al Elente-
shar Newspaper collaborated with Ethnic
Media Partners and community leaders
from
throughout Southern California to pro-
,mote
foster, and support multicultural and
.cross- faith collaboration
This event was held in El Cajon, Califor-
nia

where leaders of various organizations
such as Al Enteshar Newspaper, Arab
Catholic Church, Hispanic Lifestyle,
,CAIR- SD, Indian Voices
Jewish Voices for Peace, Myanmar Ga-
,zette
Arab American Anti- Discrimination
Committee, US Express- News and many
more attended

Stop The Hate Community Leader
Roundtable
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CA v Hate Hotline

A new resource in California is aiming to make it easier
for communities to report incidents of hate, easing fears
that often prevent victims from coming forward. https://

www.cavshate.org/    1 (833) 866-4283

Council on American
 )Islamic Relations )CAIR

A Muslim civil rights and advocacy group. Through
civil rights actions, media relations, civic engagement,
and education, CAIR promotes social, legal, and politi-
.cal activism among Muslims in America

/https://ca.cair.com

Stop AAPI Hate

A coalition dedicated to ending racism and discrimi-
nation against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
(AAs & PIs). We strive to advance the multiracial
movement for equity and justice by building power
for our communities, working in solidarity with oth-
er communities of color, and advocating for compre-
hensive solutions that tackle the root causes of race-
 .based hate

/https://stopaapihate.org

STOP HATE
RESOURCES

SEX OFFENDER TRIEDTORUN
OVER MUSLIMPARKGOERS,

THREATENEDTO‘SHOOT AND
‘BOMB THEM

— .RANCHO CORDOVA, Calif

A man is in custody after allegedly threatening a group of Muslim fami-
.lies with South Asian heritage at a Rancho Cordova park

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office identified 33-year-old Robert
Avery, from Orangevale, as the suspect. Authorities say he drove through
Heron Landing  Park trying to run people over while families were hold-
.ing a celebration

# STOP THE HATE
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On Friday, August 18, 2023, the May-
or of Irvine Farrah Khan kicked off
her campaign for the Orange County
Board of Supervisors in Tustin. As a
two-term Mayor of the City of Irvine,
Mayor Khan has worked to bring new
resources to the city and fight for
.working families
Mayor Khan is running for Supervi -
sor because believes Orange County
deserves a Supervisor who will ad-
vocate for all communities, invest
in new economic opportunities, and
work to solve the county’s most com -
.plex challenges

F arrah K han L aunches O C
Campaign
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CAIR Holds Community Web inar

Visit www.farrahkhan.com to learn more about her
.Campaign

CAIR Holds Community Webinar
On Friday, August 22, 2023, the Council on American- Islamic Relations
(CAIR) held a community webinar to discuss new documents from within
Maryland’s Montgomery County Public Schools which show that the district
has misled families and a federal court about what it is teaching inside Eng-
lish Classes, how it plans to treat students who express traditional or reli -
.gious views, and why it canceled the opt-out option earlier this year

Visit cair.com/press_releases/ for additional information on the community
webinar and documents

On August 31st, 2023, Ethnic Media Services and California
%lack Media will host the Ethnic Media Awards in Sacramen-
to, CA. This event will allow community-based organizations
from across the state to meet with decision-makers to discuss
pressing statewide issues while learning how to develop public
awareness campaigns that resonate with and engage all com-
munities. This event will allow organization leaders to con-
nect with resources to support news outlets and join report-
ers’ roundtables on climate change and covering taboo topics
in California communities. Journalists across the state will be
awarded and celebrated for their outstanding work

California Commission on
the State of Hate

Community F orum
August 25th, 2023: The California Commission of the
State hosted a virtual and online forum in Sacramento.
The Commission invited Californians to attend the forum
where they were provided with the opportunity to address
and discuss the mental health impacts of hate on indi -
viduals and communities who are targeted or experience
.discrimination and hate

The Commission hosted experts who work with histori -
cally marginalized communities, including racial minori -
ties, foster youth, and the LGBT community, as well as
resource information provided by organizations serving
.persons with disabilities and mental illness

Arab -American Anti-Dis-
crimination Committee

Scholarship

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)
announced the establishment of the Senator James Abourezk
Founders Scholarship, an important initiative aimed at fostering
the educational pursuits of promising Arab American students.
Senator Abourezk was a voice for justice and equity, incredibly
inÀuential in advocating for the rights of Indigenous peoples in
.the United States
This scholarship will help support students, inspired by his ex-
.ample, who concentrate their studies on public affairs
In honoring Senator James Abourezk, the founder of the ADC
and a visionary leader, we are reminded of his unwavering com-
mitment to justice, civil rights, and public service. His remark-
able legacy continues to inspire and guide us, symbolizing the
immense potential and inÀuence an individual can have on
.shaping a more inclusive society

- Visit www.adc.org/senator-jame-abourezk-public
affairs-scholarship/ for additional information
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By Fatmeh Atieh
Since the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks ² which
killed more than 3,000 people ² Arab Americans have
seen enormous spikes in hate crimes against the com-
.munity, but the majority have gone unreported
In 2021, for example, the FBI annual 8niform Crime
Reports noted just �� anti-Islamic hate crimes, and �5
anti-Arab crimes. In 201�, the year President 'onald
Trump took oႈce, hate crimes against the community
dramatically spiked, but only 2�� anti-Islamic attacks
were recorded by the FBI, along with 10� anti-Arab at-
tacks. 'ata for other years can be viewed here: https://
cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/webapp/�/pages/explorer/
crime/hate-crime
Rehab Abu El-Elaa, who resides in St. Clarita, Califor-
nia, talked about the incidents that she was exposed
to after she came to live in Los Angeles after she got
married and came to live with her husband. ³I used to
live in Sherman Oaks. Two months after my arrival,
while my husband was at work, I decided to leave the
house for a walk and get to know the neighborhood.
While trying to pass the green light that allows pedes-
trians to pass, a woman tried to cross the red light. I
was wearing a veil. She then started screaming and
³µ.cursing and saying µgo back to your country
In the second incident, Abu El-Elaa was verbally
abused while at Ralph’s Supermarket. A woman asked
her why she had left her country and told her to return
.to it
I was also subjected to several harassment and inci-“
dents after I lived in Santa Clarita, even after I changed
wearing the hijab, the head cover, to a cap or head-
band to avoid these incidents and attacks, but I did not
escape these attacks and insults,´ she said. ³After that
I completely decided to take off the veil. This was not
³.easy for me because I had been wearing it all my life
Abu El-Elaa said she did not report the incidents. ³In
the beginning it was fear Fear that I am still new to this
country and do not know the laws. The other reason is
that I still do not have a permanent card, and this was
one of the most important things that I was afraid of,
and to avoid problems. We, as Arabs, are by nature
³.peaceful and do not like problems
But after the victory of President Trump and his racist“
rhetoric against minorities, especially Muslims, these
pressures increased on us, so I decided to respond
and be strong and not allow anyone to attack me after
.that,´ she told Al Enteshar
'r. Sayed -umaa, a professor of Islamic Studies who
is also an imam, said he is surprised there are not
more reports of hate crimes, given how easily the Arab
.American community can be identified
There are those who easily identify themselves as“
Arabs or Muslims, including veiled women, he told
this publication. Those who wear turbans are exposed
to extremely high levels of hate, though they are not
Arabs or Muslims, he noted. Arab American children
are often the targets of bullying at school: parents may
submit a complaint to school administrators, but often
.see no results
Bias attacks on property are often directed at prop-
erties that could easily be identified as belonging to
Muslims or Arabs, such as mosTues.  ³We always
guide people and urge them to inform law enforce-
ment authorities in any cases of assault on them, but
sometimes they prefer not to file a complaint for pri-
.vate reasons,´ said -umaa
Al Enteshar interviewed Amr Shabaik, Civil Rights
Managing Attorney for the Council on American-Islam-
ic Relations, California Greater Los Angeles Area Of-
fice� and Mike Abdeen, a former Sergeant at the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s 'epartment, who is now the
head of the Abdeen Consulting Group on hate crimes
and discrimination against Arabs and Muslims. Both
experts concurred that Arab Americans are reluctant
to report hate crimes to law enforcement. Moreover,
law enforcement agencies currently provide data on
hate crimes to the FBI on a voluntary basis only, de-
spite efforts by community advocates to make report-
.ing mandatory
Shabaik said: ³The Bureau of -ustice Statistics esti-
mates 5�� of hate crimes are not reported. There
are several reasons for low reported numbers of hate
crimes/hate incidents amongst the AMEMSA (Arab,
Middle Eastern, Muslim, and South Asian) commu-
³.nity

First, there is a reasonable mistrust of law enforce-“
ment by many in the AMEMSA community because
of the long history of the indiscriminate surveillance
and spying on the AMEMSA community by law en-
forcement, both federal and local. These individuals
may have reasonable doubt that their concerns will
be responded to effectively in addition to being wary
of ulterior motives law enforcement may have in us-
ing victims as potential informants and sources of in-
formation on their own community. Many in the com-
munity may not feel safe reporting hate crimes to law
³.enforcement
Some of the discriminatory surveillance law enforce-
:ment has engaged in includes
� In the aftermath of �/11, the Government indiscrimi-
nately detained over a thousand Muslims, both citizens
and non-citizens. Thousands more were Tuestioned.
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/us�11/8SA0802.pdf
� Since �/11, the Government has modified its own
security policies in dramatic ways to make it easier to
target American Muslims simply based on their pro-
tected characteristics like their religion, national origin,
.or ancestry
� The FBI has engaged in widespread investigations
and surveillance of the Muslim community. These in-
discriminate investigations are freTuently conducted
without a suspicion of criminal activity or facts indicat-
ing wrongdoing. These investigations take different
forms, including detentions, interrogations, broad ef-
forts to ³count´ mosTues and Muslims in each juris-
diction, and surveillance of communities throughout
.the country
� In Southern California, the FBI underwent a surveil-
lance operation named ³Operation Flex´ which sur-
veilled thousands of Muslims across Southern Califor-
nia. Between 2001 and 200�, the FBI gathered lists of
mosTues in the area, collected names of local Muslim
leaders in Southern California, amassed membership
lists of religious organizations, collected Àyers of fund-
raising and political events hosted by community orga-
nizations, interrogated hundreds of people in the area,
planted bugs and cameras to monitor Muslims, and
.deployed other forms of electronic surveillance
� The FBI also trained an informant named Craig
Monteilh to pretend to convert to Islam and infiltrate
and spy on Muslims in Southern California only be-
cause they are Muslim. https://www.aclu.org/news/
national-security/how-the-fbi-spied-on-orange-county-
muslims-and-attempted-to-get-away-with-it
� In 1ew <ork, after �/11, the 1<P' engaged in wide-
spread surveillance of the Muslim community includ-
ing ³mapping´ mosTues and other community centers
.and targeting them for infiltration and surveillance
Second, said Shabaik, when local law enforcement
does respond to reports of hate crimes they may not
properly document the evidence that would lead to the
.crime being prosecuted as a hate crime
For example, we have received reports from individu-“
als who have reported being victimized by hate and
the police report not properly documenting the hateful
words being stated by the perpetrator. For example,
an individual reported being physically attacked and
while being attacked the perpetrator yelled Islamopho-
bic statements at the victim. The statements were not
³.properly documented by the police
Third, the FBI is the national agency that collects hate“
crime data and which many people view as the author-
itative source for statistics on hate crimes. However, in
addition to the internal reporting issues apparent with
local law enforcement, local law enforcement agen-

cies are also not reTuired to report hate crimes
to the FBI. Reporting is done voluntarily by local
law enforcement agencies. The voluntary nature
of reporting leads to severely under-reported hate
.crime statistics,´ he said
The FBI’s 2020 data on hate crimes showed
that about 88� of cities across the country did
not report hate crime data. More than 12,000
law enforcement agencies reported zero hate
crimes.  https://www.cair.com/press_releases/
cair-renews-call-for-federal-funding-of-state-local-
law-enforcement-to-be-contingent-on-hate-crime-
reporting/ And �0 police departments in cities with
populations over 100,000 aႈrmatively reported
.zero hate crimes
Most recently, the FBI data on hate crimes for

2021 was collected using the Incident-Based Report-
ing System (1IBRS), the national standard for law en-
forcement crime data reporting in the 8nited States
± an important step towards making hate crimes data
more accurate and comprehensive. However, even
with this important step, reporting by local law enforce-
ment to the FBI is still not reTuired and many local
law enforcement agencies were unable or unwilling
to report using this new system. https://www.splcen-
ter.org/news/2022/12/13/2021-fbi-hate-crime-data-
incomplete For the 2021 reporting numbers, there
are 3,300 fewer participating agencies than in 2020,
including agencies in major cities such as 1ew <ork
City, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Phoenix. https://www.
splcenter.org/news/2022/12/13/2021-fbi-hate-crime-
data-incomplete
CAIR has called on the Federal Government to make
all aid, grants, training, or other assistance to state and
local law enforcement agencies contingent on their
reporting and compiling of hate crime data.  https://
www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-welcomes-doj-ini-
tiatives-to-address-growing-hate-incidents-urges-gov-
ernment-to-tie-police-funding-to-reporting-on-hate-
/crimes
Abdeen said he did not have numbers on the under-
count. But, he added: ³Muslims and Arabs are always
reluctant to report incidents of discrimination and ha-
tred that they are exposed to, so the numbers are in-
³.accurate
They fear that their community will accuse them of“
dealing with the FBI. The culture of Arabs and Mus-
lims is that they are peaceful communities that do not
like problems and do not want to deal with the com-
petent security authorities and do not want their name
to be associated with these authorities,´ said Abdeen,
adding: ³In my opinion, this is a mistake committed by
the Arab community and the Muslim community. They
must communicate with the security authorities and
³.report any incident
Federal and state governments cannot provide ad-“
eTuate resources, local law enforcement agencies
cannot provide safety protections, and local attorney
general’s oႈces cannot take action if they do not see
that community members are not speaking up and re-
³.porting incidents of racism and hate
Police rarely consider the immigration status of a vic-
tim, so even those who are undocumented should re-
.port bias attacks, said the detective
There is often diႈculty in identifying a case as a hate
crime or incident, said Abdeen. Insults, screaming, or
non-physical assault is within the scope of freedom of
expression of opinion, even though it may look like a
racist crime. There must be proof that this person has
premeditated assault for committing a crime fueled by
.racial bias, he said
The FBI will seldom get involved with smaller inci-
dents, such as women who are subjected to verbal
abuse for wearing headscarves. Smaller incidents
can be investigated by local police. The FBI will get
involved in larger crimes such as the vandalism of a
-.mosTue, said Abdeen
I encourage the members of the Arab community and“
the Muslim community, whether individuals or groups
always to speak up and to report, whether at work or
outside work, because there are always laws at work
that protect employees from racism and persecution if
they are exposed to it or outside work. If you get hurt
if you report any accident, contact for information,´ he
said, noting there are many organizations offering le-
.gal help to the community

Hate Crimes Against Arab Americans Are Grossly Under-Reported




